
Where can I register a death?
You can register the death at the registrar’s office which is most convenient for
you, however it is best that the death is registered in the district in which it took
place. You will need to phone to make an appointment:

REGISTRATION GUIDE

CHRISTOPHERS’ FAMILY FUNERALS

Teignbridge: Old Forde House, Newton Abbot,
TQ12 4XX

0345 155 1002

Torbay: Room 15, Paignton Library, Paignton,
TQ4 5AG

01803 207130

Book online: http://www.torbay.gov.uk/registrar/deaths/register-a-death/

South Hams: Follaton House, Totnes
TQ9 5NE

0345 155 1002

Exeter: Larkbeare House, Topsham Road, Exeter
EX2 4NG

0345 155 1002

Plymouth: Lockyer Street, Plymouth
PL1 2QD

01752 268331

Who can register a death?
It is preferable for a relative of the deceased to register the death. If a relative is
not available then the following people can register the death:
▪ someone present at the death
▪ the occupier of the house where the death occurred or an administrator of

the hospital
▪ the person making the arrangements with the funeral directors.

When do I register a death?
Normally, you should register the death of your loved one within 5 days unless
the Coroner is investigating the circumstances surrounding the death.

http://www.torbay.gov.uk/registrar/deaths/register-a-death/


Call us if you need any help:

01626 355242
Further guidance can also be found here:

https://new.devon.gov.uk/registrationservice/guide/register-a-death/part-1-how-to-
register-a-death

What do I need to take?
You will need the medical cause of death certificate, unless a Coroner is involved,
whereby the Coroner’s Office will ensure all the necessary paperwork is with the
Registrar. If your loved one passed away at a hospital or hospice, the death certificate can
be collected from there. However, if they were at home or in a nursing home, the death
certificate can be collected from their doctor’s surgery.

The registrar will need to know the following:

� The date and place of death of your loved one
� Their full name, and details of any previous names, e.g. maiden name
� Their date and place of birth
� Their occupation and whether they were retired
� Their usual address
� If they were married or in a civil partnership, the full name and occupation of their

spouse or civil partner
� The date of birth of the spouse, if married
� Whether they were in receipt of a pension or allowance from public funds
� If available, their NHS number

If you can, bring some ID for yourself like your passport, council tax bill, driving licence etc.
You do not have to bring this but it helps to make sure the death is registered correctly.

What will I be given?
▪ A Certificate for Burial or Cremation. You will need to give this to us for

the burial or cremation to proceed.

▪ A Certificate of Registration of Death (form BD8). This form may need to
be filled out if the person was getting a State Pension or any other benefits.

Death certificates may be purchased from the registrar on the day of registration
at a cost of £11.00 each. It is likely that you will need certificates when it comes
to sorting out your loved one’s affairs, so it is a good idea to work out how many
copies you are likely to need before you go.

If you have them, it will be helpful to take along your loved one’s birth certificate, driving
license, passport, marriage or civil partnership certificate, national insurance number,
Blue Badge, bus pass and proof of their address (eg utility bill).


